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Incomplete reporting of the literature search methods

can introduce doubt and diminish trust in the final systematic
review conclusions. If researchers are unable to

understand or reproduce how information was gathered

for a systematic review, they may suspect the authors of
having introduced bias into their review by not conducting

a thorough or pre-specified literature search. After

observing the high number of systematic reviews with
poorly reported literature searches, we soughtto create

an extension to the PRISMA statement. Our aims were
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tools have continued to be [1]developed. The most commonly
used reporting guidance for systematic reviews,

which covers the literature search component, is the

Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic reviews and
Meta-Analyses Statement, or PRISMA Statement

Incomplete reporting of the literature search methods

can introduce doubt and diminish trust in the final systematic
review conclusions. If researchers are unable to

understand orreproduce how information was gathered

for a systematic review, they may suspect the authors of
having introduced bias into their review by not conducting

a thorough or pre-specified literature search. After
observing the high number of systematic reviews with
poorly reported literature searches, we sought to create

an extension to the PRISMA statement. Our aims were

1. Zhang M, Angata T, Jae YC, Miller M, Broide DH, Varki A. Defining the in
vivo function of Siglec-F, a CD33-related Siglec expressed on mouse eosinophils.
Blood. 2007;109:4280-7. .
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